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Dear~

Thi~is in referenceto yourapplication for correctionof yournaval recordpursuantto the
provisionsof title 10 of theUnited StatesCode, section1552.

A three-memberpanelof theBoard for Correctionof Naval Records,sitting in executive
session,consideredyourapplicationon 20 May 1999. Your allegationsof errorand injustice
werereviewedin accordancewith administrativeregulationsandproceduresapplicableto the
proceedingsof this Board. Documentarymaterialconsideredby the Board consistedof your
application,togetherwith all material submittedin support thereof,your naval recordand
applicablestatutes,regulationsand policies.

After careful andconscientiousconsiderationof the entirerecord, the Board found that the
evidencesubmittedwas insufficient to establishtheexistenceof probablematerialerroror
injustice.

The Board foundthat you enlistedin the MarineCorps on 10 December1985. On 31
December1987, a medicalboardgaveyou diagnosesof bulimia nervosa,did not existprior
to enlistment(DNEPTE),treated,in remission;dysthymicdisorder,EPTE, not service
aggravated(NSA); alcohol abuse,episodic,in remission,DNEPTE; and mixed personality
disorderwith borderlineand dependentfeatures,EPTE, NSA. On 18 May 1988, a majority
of the hearingpanelof the PhysicalEvaluationBoard which consideredyourcaseon that
datefound you fit for duty. A minority found you unfit dueto thedysthymic disorder. The
Director, Naval Council of PersonnelBoardsapprovedthe minority finding, and you were
dischargedby reasonof physicaldisability on 22 August 1988, without entitlementto
disability severancepay.

The Board carefully consideredyourcontentionthat yourdisabilities did not existprior to
your enlistmentin the Marine Corps; however, in the absenceof evidencewhich
substantiatesthat contentionand demonstratesthat your dysthymic disorderwas incurredin
or aggravatedby your navalservice,the Board wasunableto recommendany corrective



actionin yourcase. Accordingly,your applicationhasbeendenied. Thenamesand votesof
the membersof the panelwill be furnishedupon request.

It is regrettedthat thecircumstancesof yourcasearesuch that favorableaction cannotbe
taken. You are entitled to havetheBoard reconsiderits decisionuponsubmissionof new
and materialevidenceor othermatternot previouslyconsideredby the Board. In this
regard,it is importantto keepin mind that a presumptionof regularityattachesto all official
records. Consequently,whenapplying for a correctionof an official naval record, the
burdenis on theapplicantto demonstratethe existenceof probablematerialerror or
injustice.

Sincerely,

W. DEAN PFEIFFER
ExecutiveDirector


